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The mitigation of climate change is Goal 13 in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
and is regarded as a ‘key thematic priority of the Education for Sustainable Development’s
global framework for 2030’. Climate action is a high priority issue, internationally renowned
and recognised as a common goal. When WMO’s report, State of the Global Climate was
launched last year documenting various indicators of the climate system, the UN Secretary-
General António Guterres declared 2021 as a ‘pivotal year for humanity’s future’; ‘the make it
or break it year’. The science is clear: to prevent us from bearing the brunt of climate change,
the global temperature rise must be limited to within 1.5°C of the pre-industrial baseline. In
other words, global greenhouse gas emissions must be reduced by 45% by 2030 and reach
net zero emissions in 2050. 

As of today, the world houses the largest generation of youth in recorded history, with 1.8
billion young people within the ages 10 to 24. Yet we have never been more united in our cry
for action, understanding the importance of climate change education and awareness in
combating climate change, raising our voices in harmony and unwilling to be silenced until
tangible changes are made. However, is climate change education enough to change the
course of our future? And are we, as youths, really heard by those who hold the power to
change policies that are meant to safeguard our future?  

What is climate change education and will further integrating its learning in
education truly bring about change? 

According to greenjournal.co.uk, climate change education was designed to ‘provide
educators, politicians, and others with accurate information on how to cope with and
adapt to climate change.’ UNESCO asserts that climate change education is ‘critical’
towards ‘encouraging the changes in attitudes and behaviour needed to help
[populations] address the causes of climate change, adopt more sustainable lifestyles
and develop skills that support different modules of economies, as well as to adapt to
the impact of climate change’. 
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It is evident, then, that the necessity of implementing climate change education not only
within the systemic education system but outside of it, through various activities,
awareness events and on all platforms where people make constant contact (such as
social media).

A whole institution approach is necessary
in transforming various social or economic
systems, which promote alternative options
that lead to a more sustainable future.
Within the UK’s current education
curriculum for students studying their
GCSEs there has been a push towards
enhanced learning of the potential effects
of climate change on the planet, adding on
to the more cause-based curriculum that is
currently taught within classrooms.
However, a theoretical knowledge of the
effects of climate change may not be
thorough enough to leave students with an
active mindset to combat climate change-
according to greenjournal.com, a key step
toward implementing lasting awareness
within students' lives, especially during
college and university is the ‘introduction of
processes for adaptation’, otherwise known
as ‘adaptation strategies'. Students are
encouraged to learn and explore processes
for building efficiency, energy conservation,
weather adaptation, and infrastructure
maintenance… carbon dioxide absorption
and reforestation’, where ‘effective
processes for adaptation can be used for
the prevention of disasters, such as
hurricanes, tornadoes, and floods’, natural
events and disasters that can affect a large
part of the globe as the earth continues to
warm. The report goes on to emphasise
how these strategies rely on students
understanding the long-term rather than
short-term effects, on both local and global
scales.  

While a clear and thorough education on
climate change has been shown to yield
positive results, as it leads to a mounting
awareness and yearning for change, we
must further focus on how our generation
understands the issue collectively- whether
our mindset can bring about a lasting effect
when mitigating climate change.  
The significance of changing minds has
been recognised as a part of the ‘race to
mitigate the destructive effects of climate’,
as mentioned in a UNESCO report
produced in 2019, which shifts the mindset
towards the climate crisis slightly by
labelling it an ‘ethical challenge’. The report
argues that a ‘paradigm shift’ is critical as
the climate crisis does not merely ‘threaten
our ecosystems’, but also 'undermines
fundamental rights, (which) widen(s)
inequalities and creates new injustices’. As
such, the relatively newer term ‘climate
justice’ has been introduced and is now
widely used within the climate community
as a guide to how activists pinpoint and
establish their arguments.  



Climate justice- who does it affect, and what can we do about it? 

The effects of climate change have always predominantly affected those who least
contribute to pollution and the causes of climate change. According to a blog post by the
UN in 2019, the acceleration of the impacts of climate change has taken a ‘major toll in
developing countries, particularly in Africa and Asia’. It goes on to warn how an increase
in the average global temperature by 2˚C would put over half of Africa’s population at
risk of undernourishment. The injustice that impacts those who are most vulnerable and
have the least capacity or resources to combat the effects have led to a growing focus
on climate justice. Mary Robinson, former President of Ireland and the current Chair of
the Elders, has stated that climate justice 'insists on a shift from a discourse on
greenhouse gases and melting ice caps into a civil rights movement with the people and
communities most vulnerable to climate impacts at its heart’. Her words have joined a
growing chorus of activists that assert ‘climate justice is social justice’, many of whom are
young, and insist on various governments and world leaders to bring about tangible
change. This momentum has accompanied the resurgence of the issue, heralded by
Greta Thunberg, now a household name. The Swedish teen environmental activist has
led to a push toward youth-led movements all around the globe. The youths of this
generation are determined not to be the victims of climate change, choosing to make
their mark in history as one of the most united and widespread climate change activists
in history.  
 
So while addressing the causes of climate change is a colossal task, it is evident that now
more than ever do we truly hold the tools to combat and tackle climate change. We
must not underestimate the importance of quality climate change education and the
development of mindsets- and most significantly the power of voices of youths united in
harmony. 
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Michael J. Albert is a lecturer in International Relations at SOAS University of London.
His research is situated at the intersection of global environmental politics, critical
political economy, and the transdisciplinary study of socio-ecological systems. His
current book project, titled Mapping and Navigating the Planetary Crisis Convergence:
From COVID-19 to the Futures of the Capitalist and Earth System, develops a
theoretical framework drawing from complex systems theory and critical political
economy to map the converging crises of the 21st century – in particular the crises of
global capitalism, energy, and the earth system – and illuminate possibilities for world
system transformation in the coming decades. He has published in Global
Environmental Politics, Global Policy, and Cambridge Review of International Affairs, and
has forthcoming articles in Theory and Event and Alternatives. His future work will
investigate counter-hegemonic movements – including degrowth, transition towns,
solidarity economies, and peasant-based agroecology movements – and consider their
potential for creating alternative political economies as the crises of global capitalism
and the earth system intensify.

Growth Has Outlived Its Usefulness: It’s Time for a New Approach

It has been 34 years since the publication of Our Common Future (better known as the
Brundtland Report), which famously defined “sustainable development” as “development
that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.” Today it is not difficult to assess how the world’s
most powerful states have done on that score. Emissions have only grown exponentially
since then, with 50% of the CO2 that has been burnt since 1751 being released in the
past 30 years. The world economy is nowhere near on track to hit the Paris agreement
of 2°C (far less 1.5°C), instead putting the world on pace for 3°C by 2100, which risks
triggering a series of positive feedbacks that could push the planet down a “Hothouse
Earth” trajectory.
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This is not to say there has been zero progress. The recent “net zero by 2050”
movement among states and the corporate world is welcome. But it is difficult to
escape the feeling that much of these commitments can be understood as a form of
what Hayley Stevenson calls “bullshit,” in the sense of rhetoric that betrays half-
heartedness, delay, and indifference to the actual scale of necessary near-term policy
and behavioral changes. For one, these targets are rarely backed up by near-term
targets and concrete policies; thus a recent UN report estimates that current policies,
if implemented, will only at best reduce emissions 0.5% by 2030 (a far cry from the
45% reduction needed to put us on track for net zero by 2050). Furthermore, these
pledges are almost universally reliant on speculative “Negative Emissions
Technologies” (NETs), which would entail massive impacts on land-use, biodiversity,
water, energy, and possibly food production, and may not even work as hoped (e.g. by
weakening the earth’s land and ocean carbon sinks). 

Why do global leaders continue to delay critical climate policy measures while getting
by with a mix of “bullshit” and minor policy tweaks? There are many reasons, but a key
one that more and more scholars and activists identify as a key constraint on
sustainable development is the commitment to continuous, compound GDP growth –
increasing the total monetary value of “the economy” (a quite narrow conception of
what we mean by “the economy,” that is) by 2-3% per year. 
Economists have long argued that growth can be made sustainable by “decoupling”
from growing material-energy consumption and associated ecological impacts. But
there is now a burgeoning intellectual cottage industry that refutes (or at least hugely
problematizes) the decoupling position. These critics demonstrate two crucial points:
1) that it is almost certainly impossible to absolutely decouple growth from rising
material and energy consumption and corresponding ecological impacts at the global
scale; and 2) that compound growth is most likely incompatible with the Paris
agreement targets (that is, short of a massive, ecologically damaging, and possibly
unfeasible scale-up of NETs), since more growth means rising energy use, and rising
energy consumption slows the rate at which the economy can be decarbonized.

So the bad news is that continuous compound GDP growth, leading to a doubling of
the size of the economy every 30-40 years, is not going to cut it. The good news,
however, is that we don’t need growth to have a prosperous society. Post-growth
economists show that, beyond a certain threshold, growth ceases to be necessary for
improving collective welfare and causes more harm than benefit (i.e. becomes
“uneconomic”). For example, alternative metrics like the “Genuine Progress Indicator,”
which accounts for non-monetary goods while subtracting bads like pollution, crime,
and unemployment, shows that global well-being levels have stagnated since the
1970s even as GDP has more than doubled. Thus post-growth economists show that
by ditching GDP, stabilizing and reducing material-energy consumption (in rich
countries, that is), and creating new welfare policies (e.g. a UBI and/or universal basic
services) so that economic security is no longer reliant on growth, we can more
effectively meet climate and biodiversity targets even as collective well-being
increases.
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Of course, the apostles of growth will
respond by saying: “but growth has
been critical to human progress,
leading to rising life expectancy, lifting
millions out of poverty,” etc. There is
certainly truth to this story (though it
is highly one-sided at best, as critics
show). But the key point (particularly
for rich countries) is that growth is
simply no longer necessary; worse, it
is a likely fatal constraint on our
capacity to solve urgent 21st century
problems. As Martin Luther King
famously wrote in 1952: “today,
capitalism has out-lived its
usefulness.” It was true then, and it is
certainly even more true today. Thus
instead of referring to growth critics as
“fanatics,” as is common among
economic pundits, we should instead
reflect on which position is really the
more “fanatical” one: attachment to
unnecessary growth at all costs,
simply because that is how the
economy has worked for the past two
centuries, or pursuing genuine
“innovation” by experimenting with
post-growth economic models that
would give us a real shot at equitably
solving the climate and broader earth
system crises.

Of course, the main obstacles are
political, and they are huge. The growth
imperative is not just structurally
engrained in capitalism but also deeply
embedded in our political systems and
psyches (e.g. synonymous with “progress”
itself for many). Given these obstacles, it
is reasonable that many would choose to
put their faith in “green growth” being
achieved at some indefinite point in the
future (perhaps cheapening solar energy
will save us! Or unlimited fusion power!
Or breakthroughs in NETs!). Giorgos Kallis
may be right when he says: “whether we
are for or against growth, we’re all
engaged in wishful thinking.” The question
is what sort of “wishful thinking” we’d
prefer: hoping against all the scientific
evidence that growth can somehow be
made compatible with earth system
stabilization, or that through movement
building and political struggle we can
build a different kind of economy that
puts life and well-being rather than profit
at the center.



COP 26 – A CRUCIAL
TURNING POINT
FOR DEVELOPING
NATIONS

JOSEPH A. PENGELLY DEL CERRO
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Between the 31st October to the 12th November later this year, the United Kingdom
will play host to the 26th UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow. The Scottish city
will be hosting what is being hailed as the most important meeting of nations on
climate matters since the Paris Climate Accord was reached in 2015, but some say it is
perhaps the singular most significant summit of states in recent global history and even
more so for the poorest developing nations.
It hopes to reach out to all-corners of the world to accelerate and induce action on the
clear goal set out by the Paris Agreement and the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change: 

Limit global warming to well below 2°C, preferably 1.5°C, when compared to pre-
industrial levels.

Such implementations require targeted and frequent socio-economic policy
transformations, something that Paris originally planned to carry out using 5-year-
cycles. This includes NDCs (nationally determined contributions), long-term
greenhouse gas development strategies to look into alternative ways of sustainably
improving economic output, and international cooperation whether on finance,
technological research, or even human capital. 

The Pandemic has quite clearly disrupted the first cycle and unevenly affected poorer
countries, who are continuing to lack access to a steady flow of vaccines coupled with
the increasing number of cases of new fast-spreading variants. It is for this reason that
more than 100 developing states have set out some clear negotiating demands for the
26th climate summit. In short, their position paper outlines a key need for more
funding in developing nations to tackle new challenges and compensation for damage
they have sustained at the hands of both reckless state and non-state actors. Without
these actions, these states say anything agreed at COP 26 will be worthless in reality.
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The five key issues vital for them in discussions and negotiations are as follows:

Cutting Emissions: Acceleration of progress towards the Paris Climate Accord’s targets is
urgently needed and must be led by those with the capabilities and most responsibilities.

Finance: At the Failed Copenhagen COP (2009), the most economically developed nations
promised at least $100 billion in climate finance per year to help those in poorer
environments to adapt their lifestyle and jobs to reestablish a new normal. Having not been
met at all, developing nations are demanding a quick correction in order for the rich
countries to regain their trust

Adaptation: Of the agreed climate finance, the consensus is that at least 50% should be
directed to helping the most vulnerable, aiding them to adapt to a new economic
environment where there is less dependency on greenhouse gas-intensive activities.

Loss and Damage: Historical and institutional failures of developed nations to slash
emissions and protect those around the world has meant that vulnerable communities have
already experienced permanent damage and are likely to continue doing so. There is now a
demand that these richer states must formally accept responsibility and the need for
reparations, as it were.

Implementation: Developing states want to see a reaffirmation of all states to 5-year-
cycles on policy implementation and action across the board to ensure coordination on
international climate change strategy. This has followed more than five years of overlapping
policy plans, intercontinental haggling on carbon-trading, and statistical transparency
disputes.

These are the demands. Whether we see point-by-point measures is to be seen, but it
must be recognised that the mere agreement of over 100 states on these issues speaks for
itself, and therefore their sentiments on climate change must be taken seriously. 

The most realistic solution to many of these demands is to communicate directly with the
most affected states to set up a sustainable and comprehensive climate finance fund.
However, to ensure that developed countries do not continue their abuse and hide behind
a new veil of funding, they must continue to reduce their domestic output. Both internal
reductions and foreign spending commitments and contributions coupled together, should
in theory prove to be enough to effectively make progress on hastening efforts, but this in
itself requires at least G20 consensus. A rare occurrence, even at the best of times.



“We really have to scale up ocean
conservation efforts in a way that will
magnify globally in the next 10 years.
It’s the last best chance we will ever
have to go from planetary decline to
levelling off and recovering from a
history of our species that is based on
taking from nature.” - Sylvie Earle,
Ocean Conservationist and Founder of
Mission Blue.

Alongside, one must recognise that more
needs to be done to reverse the cycle of
decline regarding ocean health and create
improved conditions for the sustainable
development of the ocean, seas and coasts of
developing states. Governments and
individuals are encouraged to reflect on the
ways in which oceans are protected and
conserved alongside the ways in which states
have taken action (or are currently in-action)
against the impact of climate change on the
oceans as it exists a part of the global
ecological system, which aids in the
preservation of human life.

When discussing ocean conservation, one
must not only acknowledge the ways in which
global warming works against ocean
conservation but also on how efforts from
the UN and government bodies remain vital
to protecting the ocean and reducing
destabilising climate-effects within the ocean.
This article will discuss the vitality of ocean
conservation in light of climate change
alongside pre-existing ocean exploitation and
how it alters the oceans’ ecosystem, and
finally how the UN supports initiatives and
efforts to preserve ocean ecology.

OCEAN
CONSERVATION
AMID GLOBAL
WARMING AND
HUMAN
EXPLOITATION  

YASMIN TARIKA DAVE
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To conserve the ocean is to protect and
preserve the ecosystems through
various planned management that aims
to reduce pollutants alongside
promoting responsible fishing. As the
United Nations introduces the Decade
of Ocean Science for Sustainable
Development, which hopes to inspire
and renew efforts to strengthen the
management of our oceans and coasts,
one must reflect on the ways in which
ocean ecology is being altered by
human causes.



It is undeniable that as the
temperature increases due to climate
change through global warming, so too
does the ocean, exacerbating pre-
existing issues such as underwater
mining whilst also presenting new ones
such as rising sea levels and
temperatures, which further
destabilises the ocean’s ecology. With
the myriad of issues the ocean is
currently facing, the need for greater
ocean conservation is an agenda being
greatly pushed by the likes of the UN
as humanity too is intimately linked to
the ocean, particularly in this
moderating climate. 

This is due to the ocean acting as a
carbon sink for the excess carbon
dioxide produced through burning
fossil fuels. As such, ocean conservation
must remain a high priority for both
human and ocean health as the ocean
contains a diverse collective of
specicises that have great promise for
modern medicine and pharmaceutical
needs.

Less than 2% of the oceans are
protected as non-take areas, protected
from the likes of human exploitation
such as overfishing. In the light of rising
temperatures and the continued threat
of global warming, this remains
dangerously low. The UN food and
agricultural organisation suggests that
approx. 31% of fish stocks are either
fished to capacity or overfished. This
implies  a lack of sustainability, both in
what is fished and the ways in which
fishing is conducted on trawlers that
jeopardize other ocean life and
biodiversity. 

Furthermore, the unsustainable use of the
ocean remains an integral part of the UNs 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Whilst
human exploitation through overfishing can be
reduced, the ongoing effects of global warming
within the ocean are becoming difficult to
diminish as more frequent and intense damage
is being done, making conservation increasingly
difficult. 

The rise in temperature within oceans
continues to destabilize their ecosystems,
particularly through coral bleaching, which
plays a vital role in maintaining ocean
biodiversity- making ocean conservation more
complex and challenging. Corals act as home
to more than 25% of marine life whilst also
carrying great economic importance, through
providing revenue to developing and coastal
populations. As such, coral remains a crucial
part of the ocean that must be conserved
against rising temperatures, which leads to the
continuation of coral bleaching outside of its
arguably natural levels. Coral bleaching occurs
when the ocean is too warm and due to global
warming, the ocean can not cool down enough
for the coral to recover but instead causes
permanent coral death. 

8
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Fundamentally, it lends itself to greater repercussions on the ocean systems as a whole
through jeopardising various ecosystems to work against ocean conservation. Thus, the UN
environmental program has prioritised the protection of coral reefs’ delicate and diverse
ecosystems, enabling management to better centre on how their own ecosystems can be
integrated into the national policy and practise; which is also closely linked to the UNs
various Sustainable Goals.  

Similarly, the ocean’s biodiversity continues to be jeproprady as increased air pollution and
oil spills pollute whilst causing the growth of foreign invasive species such as poisonous
algae, which further disrupts the ecological balance. Moreover, it makes ocean
conservation increasingly complex yet all the more important than ever before as it faces
both the intertwinement of both indirect and direct human exploitation through climate
change and pollution. Furthermore, the UN, through its inclusion of ocean conservation in
its Sustainable Development Goals continues to promote the need to better conserve the
ocean from unsustainable fishing whilst promoting the importance of a diverse marine life.
Through the 2022 UN Ocean Conference, the Sustainable Development Goal to better
conserve oceans will hopefully be brought to reality as they work to scale up global efforts
of ocean conservation in the light of new sciences, leaderships and a more inclusive
framework to strengthen the management of the ocean and coasts for the benefit of
humanity.

Thus, with the effects of climate change becoming more prevalent in rising sea
temperatures, the need for increased ocean conservation is vital as it threatens both
marine life and also limits the ways in which humanity can tackle climate change without
one of its biggest carbon stores and oxygen producers. The climate crisis does indeed go
hand in hand with ocean conservation as it also puts marine and coastal communities at
the most immediate risk. Such importance is reflected in the UNs continued involvement
and increased initiatives to further support the ocean as we enter a turning point decade,
where every environmental decision begins to shape the future. 



WATER SCARCITY
AND CONFLICTS:
THE BY-PRODUCTS
OF CLIMATE
CHANGE
LLUCAS DARDILHAC

The link between higher water scarcity and climate change does not need to be proven in
2021. The effects of higher and more extreme temperatures on water availability and
quality can be clearly observed, with a particularly high impact in regions already amongst
the poorest within those figures. Water scarcity has a direct and well-known impact on
communities as it affects basic human needs. However, when looking more closely, water
scarcity also has some more latent effects where the impacts, although often being mixed
with other political issues, are causing even greater damage to populations. In fact, the
importance and urgency of the situation leads to water scarcity being a prominent issue
which has been consistently placed in the top 5 World Economic Forum Global Risk Report
in the last few years. As a matter of fact, water resources verify the basic concept relating
scarcity to higher demand, leading to an increase in value. Consequently, the strategic
importance to control this crucial resource is the catalyst for many conflicts occurring in
specific parts around the globe.

Historically, conflicts over control of water have been recorded as far as 4500 years ago
and its threat is not new. Moreover, as pointed out by physicians Barry S. Levy and Victor
W. Sidel, water scarcity cannot be isolated as the unique element triggering conflicts. Other
correlating causes are to be taken into consideration and very often a history of violence
which exists as a precondition between or within countries where such conflicts occur. 
 Ultimately, it is a central part that leads to armed conflicts over water.

On the one hand, direct armed international conflicts over water resources are nowadays
rarefied, at least in appearance. It seems that, considering the strategic importance of such
resources, countries have favoured international dialogue and cooperation with limited
effects. Despite having poor bilateral relations, Turkey and Armenia have been cooperating
for the purpose of sharing water from the Arpacay river since the 1990s. Such agreement,
dating back to USSR domination, is still being upheld.

10
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Perhaps further improvements are needed, yet this is a great example of cooperation for
mutual interest. Another great and more topical case is the Nile Basin Initiative (NBI) and the
more recent Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD). Implemented in 1999, the NBI
contributed to the establishment of a dialogue between riparian states of the Nile River.
Although the NBI has facilitated dialogue between stakeholders, tensions still exist, especially
between upstream and downstream countries claiming respectively their right to develop their
resources and their right to maintain a considerable river flow. The announcement of a Dam
project by Ethiopia in 2011 has led downstream countries to strongly oppose the project,
foreshadowing a rise in tensions. A 2015 agreement between the three major stakeholders
(Ethiopia, Egypt and Sudan) came as a stabilising force, despite seeing several intermissions
later on.

While the impact in terms of cooperation and improvement of relations between involved
countries has been rather limited, the impact of such initiatives in the prevention of
conflicts cannot be neglected either- nor should the probability of such conflicts bursting
out be discarded.

On the other hand, the biggest conflicts caused by water scarcity can be observed
internally and can be linked to a combination of several interrelating factors. Firstly, lack of
water affects economic growth, especially in growing economies that rely on the resource
for food and industrial production, or urbanisation for example. Then, there is an increase
of violence inside countries. A 2016 article by the World Economic Forum states that, “In
Sub-Saharan Africa, […] periods of low rainfall over the last 20 years have often been
followed by spikes in violence, civil wars, and regime change”. As a correlating factor, lack of
economic growth and poverty partly due to lack of water and frequent droughts, provided
fertile grounds for armed groups to recruit fighters within affected communities. Such
examples can be found in Somalia where it is believed that Islamist group Al Shabaab
recorded a peak of recruitment after a 2011 drought. The direct control of water as a
resource can also be an object of conflict, whether as a basic resource used to sustain and
expand a group or as a target to destabilize an opposite group. Finally, as violence and lack
of water often combine, another raging effect of water conflicts is migration. Indeed,
adding to migration directly caused by the lack of this vital resource, are migration flows
caused by an increase in violence and conflicts. In parts of Africa and Asia, lack of water has
been causing massive displacements, as many move to more water abundant regions. This
can be observed internally, with rural to urban migrations causing overpopulation in cities
and leading to the creation of slums and desertion of agricultural lands. Externally, these
migration patterns are mainly observed towards neighbouring countries, very often
unstable themselves, creating additional pressure on already struggling systems. Those
countries are not able to provide sufficient resources for refugees, worsening
humanitarian crises.



DEATH OF THE
AMAZON
SHIVA PANT

11

Who will save the Lungs of the Earth? According to reports under the current
administration of Jair Bolsonaro, the forest has lost “an area seven times the size of
Greater London” (Tom Phillips, 2020).

When will we human beings realise that this destruction of natural habitat and resources
will cost us greatly later? The rise in temperature, forest fires and the melting of glaciers
are a few of the political signs leaders all around the world should be concerned about.
So why is the Amazon Forest important? 

It is the largest continuous area of the remaining tropical rainforest, alone containing
more carbon stored due to a complex myriad of plant species. The recent changes in the
forest such as the replacement of native vegetation for cattle ranching and
subsistence/family agriculture and, lately, large-scale agriculture, such as soybean
cultivation has resulted in a drastic change in the area. Due to global warming, the
Amazon is experiencing a more severe dry season than 2020, which scientists attribute
in part to warming in the tropical North Atlantic Ocean pulling moisture away from South
America which has led to drought in a lot of areas. However, the fire is not only limited to
Brazil; It has spanned into nine other countries. In the year 2020, more than 27000
active fires were reported. These numbers are a clear sign that the forest is becoming
drier and more prone to fire.  
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Under the current administration of Bolsonaro, the numbers seem to be way worse
than 2019 in terms of habitat loss and carelessness in the administration. Anti-
environmental policies have weakened the monitoring agencies and established
misguided strategies to fight deforestation, such as deploying the armed forces rather
than environmental protection agents. These data show us the harsh reality of the
amazon forest and why it is important to save the forest now. Here is President
Bolsonaro’s message: “(the) Amazon is open for business”- a clear indicator of how the
President regards the forest. During his tenure, the deforestation rate has increased by
92%.

The 2020 Amazon rainforest fire is said to be
worse than the 2012 rainforest fire. According
to experts, there has been a 28% increase in
the fire. The authorities seem to neglect the
dire consequences of this disaster. The forest
loses its ability to capture carbon from the
atmosphere while releasing carbon through the
process of combustion. The Guardian headlines
of the July issue of 2021 read that the “Amazon
rainforest (is) now emitting more CO2 than it
absorbs”, a clear indicator of how serious the
situation is and what the government should
do. If nothing is done it will have lasting effects
such as persistent poor air quality which
extends far into Brazil and other South
American countries, even reaching areas such
as Sao Paulo. Some scientists believe that it is
important to save the forest, especially during
this global pandemic because maintaining the
health of the forest is important for the
maintenance of the global ecosystem. Who
knows- in the future the forest might become
the next hotspot of an emerging disease.

Government is by the people, for
the people and of the people. If the
Bolsonaro government is really
democratic then he should act
immediately and implement strict
rules rather than easing them off,
and save the forest. Letting the land
out to private constructors or
companies will destroy the habitat
inclusive to the forest. World
leaders should take steps to stop
deforestation all around the world.
Recent wildfires in places like
California and Australia are a clear
indicator of global warming and a
warning that we have to act
together before we lose everything.



Over the past ten years the world has been plunged into a major climate crisis. A
report published by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and
NASA established the period 2010 – 2019 as the hottest decade since record-keeping
first started in 1880. As of March 2021, the Earth’s global temperature reached its
highest in 2020 at 1.02 degrees Celsius higher than the baseline mean (1951 -1980)
according to NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies. However at this rate, the
current year 2021 could well possibly overtake the record. 

“Whether one year is a record or not is not really that important – the important things
are long-term trends. With these trends, and as the human impact on the climate
increases, we have to expect that records will continue to be broken.” – Gavin Schmidt
(Senior Advisor on Climate, NASA)

As climate change continues to surge, it is important to act quickly in order to protect
as much of the world as possible. We must preempt such change and aid those most
vulnerable. A particular way in which climate change is already, and will continue to,
negatively impact the Earth can be seen in the case of Polynesia.

HE DECIMATION OF
THE PACIFIC
ISLANDS – CLIMATE
CHANGE AT ITS
WORST

ANOUSHKA
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Polynesia is a collective of over a thousand islands based in the Pacific Ocean, including
the six independent nations of New Zealand, Samoa, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu and the
Solomon Islands. The nature of Polynesian islands makes them more vulnerable than
any other part of the world to climate change due to rising sea-levels, loss of coastal
infrastructure and crops, as well as increasingly powerful cyclones and droughts. These
islands face the huge risk of being completely wiped out within the near future unless
measures are put in place to mitigate the effects of such change. 
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Global warming has initiated the
melting of the polar ice caps in
line with sea temperatures rising,
which in turn causes sea levels to
rapidly increase and oceans to
expand. Such islands are only just
a few metres above sea level and
could be rapidly overwhelmed by
the detrimental effects of ocean
expansion. Coastal communities
like the Pacific Islands will also
undoubtedly be affected by the
amount of freshwater access they
will be able to maintain

Rising sea levels will trigger a saline intrusion, meaning that freshwater provisions will be
contaminated. This contamination will then reduce the amount of safe water available to
consume and also impact the cultivation of crops and food for island communities, with
countries such as Tuvalu, Kiribati and the Marshall Islands already having experienced this.
Climate change will also lead to progressively adverse weather patterns in regards to rainfall
levels. Places facing less rainfall will fall into periods of drought thereby accelerating the risk
of forest fires and soil hardening, as well as preventing crops from growing successfully. For
Pacific islanders, agriculture is relied heavily upon to generate employment and wealth
amongst society- crop failure would undoubtedly result in a major crisis within the economy. 

The case of the Pacific Islands are a clear demonstration of the second-hand effects of
climate change. The entire Polynesian region contributes a mere 0.03 percent of global
greenhouse gas emissions, yet it bears the brunt of the consequences of such pollution.
Those who do pollute the most rarely take responsibility for their actions, nations including
the USA, China and Russia, all of whom lead the way for carbon dioxide emissions and who
possess the resources to tackle such issues must aid those affected by their actions. While
the Pacific Island nations have been strong supporters for the Paris Agreement, advocating
for the reduction and regulation of greenhouse gas emissions, collective cooperation is still
required as large and powerful nation states such as Iran and Turkey have refused to ratify
the agreement. Governments must look at the bigger picture and adopt a selfless approach,
including Australia who, despite appeals from Pacific leaders to switch to renewable energy
sources, continue to use coal since it fuels the nation’s economic growth.
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However, it cannot be the national government alone who works to combat the growing
climate crisis. Business corporations, international governing bodies and the general
public must work as a collective in order to bring about change rapid enough to extinguish
and resolve the ever-increasing climate problem. We must encourage a global community
that pushes for climate justice and urges for a fair political system led by considerate
individuals in order to combat the crisis we face. 



“Hi everyone! Welcome, and I hope you enjoyed our first ever UNA Newsletter!

My name is Joseph, I am 22 years old, and I am Communications Manager at the UNA-

YP-UK. I am currently a postgraduate student at King’s College London studying MA

International Relations after completing a BSc Economics degree at the University of

Greenwich in 2020. A dual national of both the United Kingdom and Spain, I have

always had an interest in international affairs. My ambition is to work in the world of

Foreign Policy and Diplomacy. I joined the UNA-YP-UK, as a means to involve myself

further in the work and events of the United Nations in the UK, and also help engage

more students in such an exciting and dynamic world.”

 

MEET THE
AUTHORS

“I’m Lucas, I am of French nationality, and I am 20 years old. After completing a

bachelor’s in political science in the University of Paris Est Créteil in France, I decided to

cross the channel to complete a MA in International Relations at King’s College London.

Besides being passionate about the functioning of politics and its general concepts,

international politics have a special interest for me as I wish to pursue a career in

diplomacy. Despite having a diverse academic background, I have been mainly focusing

on the European Union and the Middle East and the challenges they face on migration,

human rights and democracy. For me, aside from being a great way to engage with

many future actors and leaders of world politics, and to take part in ongoing debates,

the UNA-YP represents an opportunity to contribute to the production and publishing

of written materials on topics related to present-day international relations.”
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"I am current second year student, studying Politics, Philosophy and Economics at the

University of Liverpool. Studying PPE has heightened my interests in current political

affairs as a whole, in particular international relations. Moreover, my interests in

development economics has further aided my passion for delving deeper into the roles

and functions of international governmental bodies. These interests have thus prompted

me to join the UNA-YP where I hope to be able to engage and embark on future career

opportunities".



“I am Shiva Pant from Delhi, India. I am a post-graduate student at King’s College

London pursuing International Relations. I moved to the UK from Japan where I

completed my undergraduate degree in Community and Regional Policy Science

Majors. As an IR student, my interest lies in various topics such as International

Humanitarian Law, Medieval European History, European Politics, Contemporary

Anglo-American politics, Middle Eastern Security Studies and South Asia/South East

Asian strategic studies. Currently, I am serving the role of a writer in UNAYP-UK. I

joined this organisation to write and conduct research on the above-listed issues and

how they have an impact on international politics and diplomacy. Dalai Lama once

said: World Peace begins with Inner Peace. This is the motto I live by because I

believe I can make a difference in the world, one small step at a time.”

MEET THE
AUTHORS
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My name is Nicholle and I have recently graduated from sixth-form, having studied A-

Level English Literature, Mathematics and Chemistry. I will be taking a gap year before

studying Education with Arts, Culture and Creativity at University. I have been working as

a Special Needs Education Assistant Teacher at a London state school, undergoing

training to redesign a GCSE education for the visually impaired, a role I will continue

throughout my gap year alongside researching the impacts of COVID-19 on education.

Especially interested in reimagining the future of education, my goal is to fully design

and implement a sustainable quality education system that reaches students from all

around the world. Being an editor and writer for the UNA-YP has provided an impactful

platform on which I hope to encourage the youths of the earth to never underestimate

their power, and empower us all to strive towards a better future that we shape together.

My name is Yasmin and I am currently studying International Relations and Korean at

SOAS, University of London. As a IR and Korean student, I have various passions in the

inter-relations of South and East Asia but also a strong interest in Environmental

politics and Ecology. Besides an interest in politics and history, my own South Asian

heritage has imbued a great sense of appreciation for languages, particularly from

South and East Asia. As a writer for UNA-YP, I hope to promote, learn and further

research humanitarian and diplomatic current affairs from ecological and subaltern

perspectives that are typically neglected. Thus, through joining the UNA-YP, I hope to

publish provocative written features on topical international affairs that encourage

greater involvement of youth voices.  



UNA-YP UK
UPDATES
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UNA YP UK has become official partners with the following
organisations in the past month!

“Forced To Flee is a Non-Profit Organisation, advocating for
refugees, human rights, and equality. At Forced To Flee, all
people are accepted for who they are and are embraced into
a one-world community”

“Stolen Dreams is a UK-based anti-slavery organisation, working with
schools and governments internationally to help drive action around
ending contemporary forms of exploitation (modern slavery). Our work
involves educational outreach projects, developing prevention
strategies on a local level, taking part in high-level policy
discussions/negotiations at the United Nations and Youth 7 (G7)
Forums as Youth Delegates, holding governments and businesses to
account. Our work has influenced people and policy across the world,
transforming awareness into tangible actions, mobilising individuals in
the fight against this issue. Recognising the intersections, we also work
to combat poverty, climate change, lack of access to education and
gender inequality. Join Stolen Dreams in taking action to ensure that
every human being has access to basic human rights.”

Stolen Dreams

World Sustainability Summit “The World Sustainability Summit 2022 is an initiative by the United
Nations Youth Circuit to bring about experts from various disciplines to
discuss the ever-changing global scenario and most importantly, address
global predicaments and speak about what we as citizens can do to assist
in attaining solutions. WIth less than a decade to act upon these dilemmas,
it is now more vital than ever to educate ourselves on these pertaining
concerns and learn about the plan of action taken by governments and
people to tackle them, the WSS brings in individuals from across the globe,
together as one community with identical goals and ambitions, to build a
sustainable, secure and educated future for us and for generations to
come.”

Forced to Flee

The UNA-YP Blog, Artibus, welcomes

writers from all across. Anyone interested

in getting their work published with us,

subscribe to us via our website or

iInstagram and send us your articles at

marketing@unayp.uk. 

You might just see your work go up on our

website!


